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Calling for expanding the pri-
vate health sector, V K Paul,
member-health NITI Aayog,
said on Wednesday that the
growth in private health space
hadbeen static at a timewhen
thehealth infrastructureneeds
toberampedupinthecountry.

He said schemes such as
the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission are a game changer
and private hospitals must
join theprogramme. “I request
you to introspect and think.
We have to. Can we look at
what models in the private
sector should now emerge?”
Paul added.

The Prime Minister Jan
ArogyaYojanawould increase
its ambit. “PM JAY is here to
stay, and it is themain vehicle
for secondaryand tertiarycare
and therefore we have to
reposition ourselves to align
with this.”

He said the model should
shift fromhighreturn, lowvol-
ume to a high volume and
modestreturn.“Letusnothave
the people of India be left out
of this universal health cover-
age because we cannot set the

machine right. Let’s together
set it right, reposition and
refine the scheme,” Paul said.

Praising the private sector
hospitals for theirworkduring
the pandemic, Paul said that
even though the public sector
did its part, the best critical
care across the nation often
came from the private sector.

Heasked theprivate sector
tovisualise thenext sixornine
months to build important
buildingblocks for improving
the health infrastructure of
the country.

The country has one hos-
pital bed per thousand. It has
to be increased to at least 2
hospital beds per thousand,
he said.

He called on the state gov-
ernments to increase their
budgetsonhealthcare—from
the current 4-4.5 per cent to
almost 8 per cent.

Asking companies to send
suggestions for the upcoming
Budget, he said: “We are
together to see that the health
sector receives allocation in
the spending paradigm of
state and centre.”

The NITI Aayog member
also sought inputs from the
private sector on conversion
of district hospitals intomed-
ical colleges through public
private partnershipmode. Six
hospitals in Uttar Pradesh, he
said, are on the block as part
of this option.

Newervaccines
Experts feel that one needs to
prepare for the future waves
of the coronavirus pandemic
—multivalentCovid vaccines
are in theworks already.Abig
positive is that no vaccine is
completely failing against any
particular strain. “However,

nowhere in the world do we
have the original strain in cir-
culation now,” said
Gagandeep Kang, microbiol-
ogist and professor at
Christian Medical College,
Vellore.

She added that as for
future preparedness against

evolving strains of the Sars-
CoV-2virus, onecanvaccinate
a person with one dose of a
vaccine based on the original
strain (current vaccines inuse
are based on the original
Wuhan strain of Sars-CoV-2),
anda seconddoseof a vaccine
basedononeof thenewerver-
sions of the virus.

Such a multivalent
approach would give reason-
able immunity against differ-
ent strains of the virus. These
are called Wave 2 vaccines,
and these are already in the
works, she said.

The scientific community
is also thinking about Wave 3
vaccines — where a single
dose would give long-term
immunity andbroader cover-
age against various strains,
Kang said.

NKArora, chiefofNational
Immunization Technical
Advisory Group, pointed out
thatwhile thegapbetweenthe
earlier pandemic and this one
is 100 years, the next pan-
demic could be much earlier.

Arora also said that chil-
dren play a role in transmis-
sion of the virus, and thus
they need to be vaccinated.

“Prioritisation should be
co-morbid children, and all
adverse events need to be
monitored very carefully and
closely.We cannot stop vacci-
nating childrenbecausewedo
not have data,” Arora said.

Privatehealthsectorgrowthstatic:Paul
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‘Wave2’vax
intheworks
forCovid-19

Indiastickstoitsstandon
fisheries, farmsubsidies
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20October

Indiawill continue to stand its
groundonlong-pendingissues
pertaining to agriculture and
fisheriessubsidiesat theWorld
Trade Organization (WTO),
said a senior government offi-
cial onWednesday.

Even as India has been
keen on finalising fisheries
subsidies agreement at the
WTO,with irrationalsubsidies
andoverfishingbymanycoun-
trieshurtingIndianfishermen,
it has maintained that in its
current shape, the agreement
is not balanced.

“The present text is imbal-
anced. Onlywhen India's sug-
gestion is considered and
incorporatedsuitably,will itbe
a balanced text for negotia-
tions. The present text cannot
form thebasis of negotiations.
We have suggested a proposal
on getting future policy space
and common but differenti-
atedresponsibilityfordifferent
categories of countries,” said a
senior government official.

“Only when these sugges-
tions are discussed, deliber-
ated, and in some manner
incorporated into the revised
text, can we start text-based
negotiations,” added the offi-
cial. The official’s comments
come in the backdrop ofWTO
Director-General (D-G) Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala’s three-dayvisit
tothenationalCapital, starting
Wednesday.

Okonjo-Iweala had a bilat-
eral meeting with Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal on Wednesday. She is
expected tomeet key industry
leaders, including vaccine

makers, industrylobbygroups,
start-ups, fintechs, as well as
officials from the National
Payments Corporation of
India.

This is also the D-G’s first
visit to India,andassumessig-
nificance, with the crucial
WTO 12th ministerial confer-
enceexpectedtokickoffat the
endofnextmonth.

Theofficial furthersaid it is
not right to say India is not in
favour of the agreement or
blocking negotiations. “India
has its own proposal on the
table. If it is India’s proposal
versussomeoneelse's, thenthe
Indianproposal ismuchmore
stringent on countries that
have created the problem of
overfishingandovercapacity,”
he clarified.

India has recently sub-
mittedaproposalontheagree-
mentonfisheriessubsidiesthat
says that countries engaged in
distantwaterfishinggoingbey-
ond their natural geographical
area should stop giving sub-
sidies in areas beyond their
exclusiveeconomiczone.

RBI’S RECURRING PAYMENT GUIDELINES

Travellers fully vaccinated and coming from a countrywith
which India has reciprocal arrangements formutual accept-
ance ofWHO approved Covid-19 vaccines shall be allowed
to leave the airport and need not undergo home quarantine

and testing fromOctober 25, accord-
ing to the revised guidelines for inter-
national arrivals released on
Wednesday. Theywill, however, have
to produce a negative Covid-19 RT-
PCR report. If partially or not vacci-
nated, the travellers need to under-
takemeasures which include
submission of sample for post-arrival
Covid-19 test at the point of arrival
after which theywill be allowed to
leave the airport, home quarantine
for seven days, re-test on the eighth
day of arrival in India and if negative,
further selfmonitor their health for
next seven days.

These guidelines for international
arrivals supersede of all guidelines issued on the subject on
and after February 17, 2021, the Union healthministry said.

“The existing guidelines (issued on 17th February 2021
with subsequent addendums) for international arrivals in
India have been formulated taking a risk-based approach,”
theministry said. This StandardOperating Procedure shall
be valid fromOctober 25 till further orders. PTI

Govtissuesrevisednorms
forinternationalvisitors

Banks’microloanportfolio
contracts7%inJuneqtr
Micro loanportfolio of
lenders shrunkby 7per cent
to ~2.36 trillion in the June
quarter (Q1FY22) over ~2.53
trillion inQ4FY21 (on eco-
nomicdisruptionowing to
secondwaveofCovid-19pan-
demic. Thequarterly decline
in gross loanportfolio (GLP)
was seenacross all lender
types, including commercial

banks, finance companies,
according toCRIFHighmark.

The credit information
bureau inQ1 review said the
microfinance sectorwas
quick to recover topre-pan-
demic level byQ4FY21. The
enquiries for loans showedan
upturnwithmonth-on-
month rise of 7 per cent in
September 2021. ABHIJIT LELE

L&TFinanceHoldingsLtd’s
(LTFH) consolidatednet
profit declined 15per cent,
on ayear-on-year (YoY)
basis to ~224 crore in the
September quarter.
However, sequentially it
rose by about 26per cent,
from~178 crore inQ1,which
coincidedwith the second
waveof pandemic.
DinanathDubhashi,
ManagingDirector&Chief
Executive, LTFH, said,
profits declined inQ2due to
contraction in loanbook
andhigher rate of taxation.
Its stock closed0.9per cent
lower at ~91.45per share on
theBSE. “Covid 2.0 aswell
as skewedmonsoonand
othermacro-economic fac-
tors havehadan impact on
thebusiness environment
inQ2,” he said.

ABHIJIT LELE

To ensure the availability of
high-speed internet connec-
tivity in Tamil Nadu under
the BharatNet Project (Tamil
Nadu Fibernet Project), the
state government has initi-
ated the project by tying up
with system integrators like
Larsen and Toubro, ITI Ltd
and third-party agency
BECIL. Tamil Nadu FibreNet

Corporation (Tanfinet), a
special purpose vehicle, is
implementing the project at
a sanctioned cost of ~1,815.32
crore. It aims to provide 1
Gbps bandwidth connectiv-
ity to all GramPanchayats. A
total of 12,525 Gram
Panchayats will be covered
under the project via optical
fibre cable. SHINE JACOB

TNsets theball rolling
onBharatNetproject

L&T Finance
net profit
falls 15% YoY

N ALL IN A DAY N

WHO chief, Mandaviya talk Covaxin,
resumingCovishieldsupply toCOVAX
WHOchief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus discussed the
issue of the emergency use
listing of Bharat Biotech's
Covid-19 vaccine Covaxin
and resumption of supplies
of the Serum Institute of
India-manufactured
AstraZeneca vaccine to the
COVAX facility among other
topics during a telephonic
conversationwithHealth

MinisterMansukh
Mandaviya.

“Had a call with@man-
sukhmandviya, India's
HealthMinister, to discuss
#India's ongoing #COVID19
vaccination programme; the
need for a global pandemic
agreement; digital health; &
traditionalmedicine.Wewel-
come India's support to
strengthenWHO, incl. via
flexible, sustainable financ-
ing,” Ghebreyesus tweeted
on Tuesday.

TheWHODirector-
General said that he also dis-
cussedwithMandaviya vac-
cine equity issues: “the
resumption of
SII/AstraZeneca vaccine
supplies to #COVAX; the
Covaxin EmergencyUse

Listing process; and tech-
nology and license shar-
ing through C-TAP.”

PTI

Travellers from
South Africa,
Brazil, Bangladesh,
Botswana, China,
Mauritius, New
Zealand Zimbabwe
and countries in
Europe, including
the UK, would
need to follow
additional
measures on
arrival in India

ThiscomesasWTOD-GreachesIndiaforthree-dayvisit

This isWTODirector-General
NgoziOkonjo-Iweala’s first
visit to India

SUBRATA PANDA
Mumbai,20October

More than two weeks have
passed since the Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI's) new

guidelines on e-mandates for recur-
ring payments came into effect but
consumers are still taking to social
media platforms to complain about
the disruptions they are facing.

This comes as most stakeholders
in the ecosystemhavenot put inplace
systems in accordance with the new
rules, resulting in many transactions
not going through.

Industry sources said most banks
are still not ready, especially the
smaller ones. Someof the bigger ones
have complied with the new regula-
tions at the very last moment, thus
not allowing thepayment aggregators
to test the process completely before
going live.

Recurring transactions for inter-
national merchants are not going
through at all. And, around 60-70 per
cent of the standing instructions for
recurring transactions are not going
through, a source aware of the devel-
opment, said.

The blame has to be put on banks
because despite getting ample time
to comply with the new guidelines,
they did not put all the systems in
place, a source said. If they had done
all the back-endwork in time, the cus-
tomerswouldnothave faced suchdis-
ruptions. The Payments Council of
India went to the RBI to extend the
timeline by another month but the
RBI did not agree, he added.

Vishwas Patel, chairman,
PaymentsCouncil of India, said, “Yes,
the consumers are facing disruptions
when it comes to making recurring

payments through their cards.
American Express and smaller banks
are not yet compliant with the RBI
rules. In the mid to long term, these
new rules will provide more conven-
ience to customers.”

The framework for processing e-
mandates for recurring online trans-
actions was supposed to kick in from
April 1 but many stakeholders
approached the regulator saying they
needmore time to implement it.

Consequently, the RBI, to prevent
any inconvenience to customers,
decided to extend the timeline to
September 30, 2021. But it also said
any further delay in ensuring com-
plete adherence to the frameworkwill
attract stringent supervisory action.

“For the start-up community,most
of the software and other services
were set up through cards, and it has
been time-consuming to ensure they
don’t fail since they are mission-crit-

ical,” said Vipul Sharma,
member, Fintech Associa-
tion for Consumer
Empowerment (FACE). “We

should see this disruption
going on for a fewmonths since
most payments are on a
monthly basis. Customers, who
have completed payments in
October, will again face issues
with some platforms in
November as well,” he added.
While banks, cardnetworks,mer-

chants, and payment companies are
scrambling to comply with the new
guidelines,US-based techgiantApple
is promoting its wallet payments for
subscription-basedpayments in India.

In its notification to customers, it
said, “If you use a credit or debit card
for subscriptions, transactions may
get declined by banks and card
issuers. If you add funds to yourApple
ID balance, your subscription pay-
mentswill continueuntil that balance
is depleted,” the US tech giant said.

Among banks, HDFC Bank, the
largest credit card issuer in the coun-
try, has complied with the new RBI
regulations on standing instructions
for recurring payments. As many 20
merchants, including over-the-top
(OTT) platforms, insurance com-
panies, tech giants and telecom

majors are live with HDFC Bank for
merchant standing instructions.

Fewother large lenders, including
KotakMahindraBank, have complied
with the new guidelines while many
are yet to go live.

Responding to a Business
Standard query, Sanjeev Moghe,
executive vice-president & head,
cards & payments, Axis Bank, said,
“Axis Bank is fully compliant with
the new rules of RBI on recurring
payments.”

“While Axis Bank is ready & live,
the readiness of other partners in the
ecosystem, includingmerchants, is at
different stages,” he added.

Among card issuing companies,
VISA cards are enabled for registering
merchant standing instructions,
according to RBI guidelines.
MasterCard and DinersClub are also
now compliant. India’s indigenous
card network Rupay is also expected
to follow suit soon. AmericanExpress
is yet to comply with the regulations.

“There are multiple solutions
available in the market for banks to
implement so that customers do not
face any issues with regard to recur-
ringpayments.Most banks, except for
a few large ones, are not prepared as
far as the new guidelines are con-
cerned. However, if they take it on
high priority, solutions such as
Razorpay would take a few days to
implement,” said Harshil Mathur,
chief executive officer (CEO) & co-
founder, Razorpay.

Payment gateway firms such as
Razorpay, Billdesk, PayU have come
up with solutions that will help
banks, customers, and merchants
navigate through this issue by regis-
tering their mandates on their
customised platforms.

HICCUP
nAROUND60-70%OF
STANDINGINSTRUCTIONSNOT
GOINGTHROUGH,ASOURCESAID

nMultiplesolutionsareavailable
forthebankstoimplement

nButbankshavetoputthison
priority,expertssaid

nDisruptionsmaycontinue
forsometime

n Inthelongterm,
theseruleswill
leadtobetter
consumer
experience

20 days later, consumers still face
disruptions as banks not ready
Manybanks,merchantsnotfullycompliantyetdespiteextensionofdeadline
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STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30/09/2021

Particulars

3 Months
Ended

30-09-2021
Unaudited

Corresponding
3 Months ended

in the
previous year
30-09-2020
Unaudited

1 Total Income from operations (net) 18544.54 33739.29 9963.57
2 Net Profit(+)/Loss (-) for the period (before

Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 707.58 1228.45 (953.80)
3 Net Profit(+)/Loss (-) for the period before

Tax(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 711.47 1769.28 (940.21)
4 Net Profit(+)/Loss (-) for the period after

Tax(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary
items) from continuing operations 424.20 1148.83 (651.45)

5 Net Profit(+)/Loss (-) for the period after
Tax(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary
items) from discontinued operations (2.17) (44.59) 656.00

6 Net Profit(+)/Loss (-) for the period after
Tax(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary
items) from continuing and discontinued
operations 422.03 1104.24 4.55

7 Total Comprehensive Income for the period
(Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period
(after tax) and Other Comprehensive
Income (after tax)) 397.68 1,125.75 (26.22)

8 Paid-Up Equity Share Capital 1667.23 1667.23 1667.23
(Face value -Rs 10)

9 Reserves (excluding Revaluation reserves 21527.39
as shown in the Balance Sheet of previous
accounting year

10 Earnings Per Equity Share
(of Rs.10/- each) In Rs.
(a) For Continuing operations (Basic & Diluted) 2.54 6.89 (3.91)
(b) For Discontinued operations
(Basic & Diluted) (0.01) (0.27) 3.93
(c) For Continuing & Discontinued operations
(Basic & Diluted) 2.53 6.62 0.03

Notes:
1. The above results for the quarter ended 30th September, 2021, were reviewed by the Audit

Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at themeeting held on 20th October, 2021 and
StatutoryAuditors have carried out limited review.

2. The above is an extract of detailed format of Quarterly Financial results filed with the Stock
Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015. The full format of the quarterly financial results is available on the Stock
Exchange websites www.nseindia.com, www.bseindia.com and Company website
www.suryalakshmi.com

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

Paritosh Agarwal
Managing Director

Place : Secunderabad
Date : 20.10.2021

(Figures in Rs. Lacs)
Year to Date
figures for
Current

period ended
30-09-2021
Unaudited
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Subpar upkeep keeps city subways at bay
K V  N A V Y A  @ Chennai

TWENTY-five-year-old Vidya 
Rajendran prefers to brave 
the traffic and jump over bar-
ricades than use the pedes-
trian subway adjoining the 
Chennai Central railway sta-
tion. The unbearable stench 
and alcohol bottles strewn all 
around the poorly illuminat-
ed subway keep pedestrians 
at bay. “Most people use the 
subway for anti-social activi-
ties than to cross the road. It 
is very unsafe to even go near 
the subway after dusk. It is 
just a waste of  tax payers’ 
money,” she said.

One of  the arterial infra-
structure for pedestrians, 
many subways in the city are 
in a state of  neglect. Built at 
an estimated cost of  `3.85 
crore and opened just a cou-
ple of  years ago, the subway 
connecting East and West 
Tambaram is also a picture 
of  apathy. With absolutely no 
illumination, public, espe-
cially women, are hesitant to 

use it even in the mornings.
TNIE visited the subway 

there, maintained by the 
Southern Railway, and found 
a lot of  broken alcohol bot-
tles, garbage strewn every-
where, and a leaking roof. 
“Numerous incidents of  
groping have also been re-
ported here,” said R Sivani, a 
resident of  Tambaram. The 
subway was primarily aimed 
to connect the residential lo-

calities on East Tambaram 
such as Ganapathy Puram 
and MEC Road to West Tam-
baram. Previously, the resi-
dents would jaywalk on the 
railway tracks to reach their 
destination. Despite the facil-
ity, most residents do the 
same.

Similarly, the Tambaram 
Sanatorium has a leaking 
subway with a cracked roof, 
unhygienic washbasins and 

taps, and broken steps. Com-
muters alleged the cracks 
widen by the day and at least 
temporary works should be 
taken up immediately to avert 
a major mishap. “To avoid 
having to wade through the 
stagnated water after rains, 
commuters often cross the 
tracks. The roof  is cracked 
and with trains going right 
above it, it is very dangerous 
and the authorities have 
turned a blind eye towards 
the issue,” said Dayanand 
Krishnan, a resident of  
Chitlapakkam.

According to official data, 
work orders had been issued 
to repair the subway by June 

2021. But, officials blame the 
Covid-19 situation for not car-
rying out the same. While 
this remains one part of  the 
story, a few subways which 
are properly maintained with 
good illumination, are occu-
pied by hawkers, on the other 
hand.

The subway between the 
Rajiv Gandhi Government 
General Hospital and Chen-
nai Central has its own share 
of  troubles. Built to allow pe-
destrians to easily cross the 
highly-congested Poonamal-
lee Road, it is now occupied 
by vendors selling fruits and 
flowers, turning it into a one-
way passage for pedestrians. 
Subway near the Beach sta-
tion towards George Town 
also has a similar tale to 
narrate.

However, for most of  these 
issues, officials have only re-
sponded saying the mainte-
nance could not happen due 
to the pandemic and that it 
w i l l  b e  t a k e n  u p 
immediately.

Pedestrians avoid taking underpass owing to leaky roofs, filthy floors, and presence of anti-social elements

Lessening resettlement impact
Academicians and civil society groups released a memorandum 

urging the State to include their demands in the Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement (R&R) draft policy note

‘Got food from trash collection auto’
O M J A S V I N  M D  @ Chennai 

THE evicted pavement dwell-
ers from Egmore, who were 
relocated to a shelter in Peri-
yamet, refused to eat food on 
Wednesday as it was trans-
ported in a garbage collection 
vehicle. Visuals shared by the 
residents showed vessels con-
taining lemon rice and toma-
to rice being ferried in a bat-
tery-operated vehicle, which 
the corporation uses for gar-
bage collection. Remnants of  
chlorine powder was visible 
on the vehicle.

When TNIE visited the 
shelter at 2 pm, the food re-
mained untouched. “The 
driver said the food was hygi-
enic and the vehicle had not 
been used to collect garbage 
recently,” said Vinodh, a relo-
cated dweller. The zonal offi-
cials said, “The vehicle is not 
used for carrying garbage al-
though it looks the same.” 
However, green-coloured ve-
hicles are used only to collect 

door-to-door garbage. Visuals 
suggested the vehicle was 
cleaned with chlorine, a proc-
ess generally associated with 
garbage collection trucks.

The residents also com-
plained of  poor quality rice. 
“In the pavements we cooked 
our own food but here since 
there are no kitchens, we are 
forced to eat food given to us,” 
said Muthulakshmi. At least 
20 people were seen purchas-
ing  food  from nearby 
eateries.

‘Sewage stagnation, 
saltwater’
The residents also com-
plained of  saltwater and al-
gae in Metro Water tank.

Sewage stagnation also was 
seen in some parts outside 
the shelter, as a result of  
which, the residents are fac-
ing mosquito menace.

For now, they have pinned 
hopes on assurance given by 
MLA I Paranthamen, who 
promised proper housing for 
all within two months.

Water in Alwarpet gone bad
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

RESIDENTS of  Sri Ram Nagar in 
Alwarpet, not far from the Chief  
Minister’s residence, have been 
dealing with contaminated drink-
ing water for the last four days. As 
a result, a handful of  them are suf-
fering from diarrhoea.

Metro Water officials told TNIE 
that contamination is due to leak-
age from a storm water drain (that 
carries sewage in most areas). Wa-
ter samples have been drawn for 
testing.

Residents began noticing an 
odour since Sunday which grew 
into a stench over the next two 
days. Now, they have closed inlet 
valves and are disinfecting tanks 
to get rid of  the smell. The locality 
houses over 200 residents.

Sandhya*, daughter of  a 75-year-
old suffering from diarrhoea, said, 

“The onset was sudden and coin-
cided with the time we started no-
ticing a stench in the water. In our 
apartment, a handful of  residents 
are sick. If  you clean water bottles 
with this, you won’t be able to 
drink from it because of  the smell 
it leaves behind.”

“The issue rose after an under-
ground pipe laying work was tak-
en up in the area. We suspect the 
drinking water pipeline to have 
been punctured at that time,” said 
Karthik*, another resident. Last 
October, too, the area had experi-
enced water contamination which 
was resolved after four weeks.

Metro Water officials said the 
issue will be resolved in a day. “We 
have already identified the prob-
lem. The leakage is from a drain 
and we are in the process of  plug-
ging it,” the official said.

 *(Names changed)

Pedestrians brave the traffic, ignoring the subway near the Chennai Central 
Railway Station |  P JAWAHAR

WAY
WILL

As a pedestrian, do you face similar 
civic woes, and feel strongly about 
them? Write to us at response_tn@

newindianexpress.com

DGP, CoP inspect life-saving unit at Marina
Chennai: DGP S Sylendra Babu and city police commissioner Shankar Jiwal 
inspected the live-saving unit at the Marina Beach on Wednesday. The unit

will consist of the police department, coast guard, fire and rescue teams, 
swimmers, and first-aid group. It will have catamarans, lifejackets, 

speedboats, floating vessels, ropes and other necessary equipment. The unit 
has placed watchtowers in 14 places which will use the technology from Anna 

University and Indian Maritime University. The unit was formed keeping in 
mind 506 deaths and missing cases due to drowning in the past 5 years. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Food brought by a garbage collection vehicle being provided at the shelter in 
Periyamet; (right) Unhygienic conditions at the shelter |  EXPRESS/ASHWIN PRASATH

�  Stating that the draft 
appears to have been 
scripted behind closed 
doors, the collective 
also sought to know 
why the government 
was not initiating such 
consultations across the 
State

�  The initiative was 
organised by the Madras 
School of Social Work 
(MSSW) and Information 
and Resource Centre 
for the Deprived Urban 
Communities (IRCDUC)

Broad 
Suggestions
�  Issue a moratorium 
on evictions till  R&R 
policy is finalised

�  Extension of deadline 
for submitting inputs

Specific suggestions
�  Spelling out key issues and challenges

�  Include other stakeholders in panel 
that takes decision on resettlement

�  Identification of land for resettlement 
be based on distance from place eviction

�  Policy must make it  clear how it 
envisages community in enumeration and 
specify role of NGOs and civil  organisations

�  Setting up of help desks and transfer 
desks

�  Reducing time for issue of welfare 
entitlements to beneficiaries from 2 years

�  Conduct of social audit periodically 
every year

Others
1. Specifying maximum size of a colony

2. Specification of tenure security for 
ownership of new houses 

The PM 2.5 level recorded at Alandur 
on Wednesday. Nitrogen dioxide 
level was at 16 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3

63 µg|m3
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